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In anatomy the name is given to the
second vertebra from the head, that on which
the atlas moves.
In mathematics an axis is the straight line
about which the parts of a figure or body
are symmetrically arranged.
AX'OLOTL, a larval salamander, usually
five to six inches long, living in the lakes
about Mexico. The young have bushy ex-
ternal gills similar to those of the mud
puppy. A remarkable fact about these
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salamanders is that they remain permanently
in the larval condition and never are trans-
formed into adults. One species, the black
Mexican ascolotl, is highly valued as food by
the Mexicans.
AYE-AYE, i-4, an animal of Madagascar
belonging to the lemur family, so called from
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AYE-AYE
its cry. It is about the size of a hare, has
large, flat ears, a bushy tail, large eyes and
long, sprawling fingers, the third so slender
as to appear shriveled. In color it is musk-
brown, mixed with black and gray ash. It
feeds on grubs and fruits, and in its habits
it is nocturnal.
AYR, a town in Scotland situated on the
Ayr, thirty-four miles southwest of Glasgow*
It is memorable for its associations with the
poet Robert Bums, who was born at Allo-
way, about two miles distant. The modern
town of Ayr is well laid out and has good
buildings and paved streets. The most im-
portant structures ^re the churches, the
 town hall, the county buildings, the academy,
free library and railway station. The lead-
ing industries are shipbuilding, tanning and
the manufacture of carpets, lace curtains
and boots and shoes. Ayr is on a good har-
bor at the mouth of the river and has quite
an extensive commerce, exporting iron, coal
and manufactured goods. Population, 1921,
35,741.
AZALEA
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AZA'LEA, a genus of plants belonging to
the heaths, remarkable for the beauty and
fragrance of their
flowers and dis-
tinguished from
the rhododen-
drons chiefly by
the flowers hav-
ing five stamens
instead of ten.
Many beautiful
rhododen d r o n s
whose leaves fall
once a year arel
known -under the
name of azalea in
gardens. Azaleas
are common in
North America.
An Asiatic spe-
cies, famous for
the stupefying ef-
fect which its honey is said to have produced
on Xenophon's army, is also common in gar-
dens and shrubberies, and another is a bril-
liant greenhouse plant. Shades of red and
pink predominate, though there are yellow
azaleas.
AZERBAIJAN", a Socialist Soviet Repub-
lic, federated with Soviet Russia. It is lo-
cated in the Caucasus region west of the
Caspian Sea. Its capital is Baku, the cen-
ter of a valuable oil-producing district.
Population, about 2,000,900.
AZOIC ERA, a term formerly applied to
the earliest division of geologic time, now
called the Archeozoic Era. Its rock forma-
tions are known as Archean. See aroheak
system; geology.
AZORES, aeor/, or WESTERN IS-
LANDS, a group of nine islands belonging to
Portugal, in the North Atlantic Ocean. They
form three distinct groups: northwest, Flores
and Corvo; central, Terceira, Sao Jorge,
Pico, Fayal and Graciosa; southeast, Sao
Miguel and Santa Maria. Angra, on the is-
land of Terceira, is the capital of the

